
Jewish Association for Community Living
2023 & 2024 ANNUAL REPORT

STRENGTH 
& SUPPORT



Dear Friends,

As I sat down to reflect on the past year, I found this meaningful quote by Amy Leigh Mercree: 

“Kindness can transform someone’s dark moment with a blaze of light. You’ll never 
know how much your caring matters. Make a difference for another today.” 
These words resonate deeply with the mission of our organization and the incredible work we have  
accomplished together.

JCL exists to provide housing for individuals with intellectual disabilities, but what we truly offer goes 
beyond bricks and mortar. We provide a foundation of kindness, compassion, and unwavering support. It is 
through the dedication and kindness of our staff and generosity of our supporters that we can transform 
lives and create a community where everyone feels valued and respected.

As we continue to transition out of COVID – yes, we are still transitioning – our caregivers have demonstrated 
remarkable resilience and empathy, going above and beyond to ensure that our individuals receive the care 
and attention they deserve.  We still face obstacles filling all our staffing needs. We have increased wages 
for our staff, but we still can’t pay them what they are truly worth given the work they do. We are actively 
involved in lobbying for more funding, but we are not holding our breath, with no avail. 

We have also been working on reenergizing and reinvigorating our board after receiving helpful insight from 
a consultant this past year. If you are reading this letter and have an interest in getting more involved with 
JCL, please let me know.

Sadly, we lost two of our residents last year. Their memories serve as an inspiration to the staff and board 
alike. Yet, this also means we have welcomed two new residents to our Arapahoe family.

We have made significant improvements and renovations to many of our houses including remodeling two 
bathrooms, improving accessibility in one home, replacing of a driveway, and purchasing a new vehicle.

These advancements would not have been possible without your contributions, and for that, we are  
immensely grateful.

As we look ahead, we remain dedicated to fostering a culture of kindness and compassion. We will continue 
to advocate for the rights and well-being of individuals with intellectual disabilities, ensuring that they have 
access to safe and supportive housing.

In closing, I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you. Your kindness, caring, and  
support have transformed dark moments into bright futures. You have made a difference, and your impact  
will be felt for years to come.

Thank you for being a part of this journey.

With gratitude,

Steven M. Basche  
President

strength



“Over 20 years ago my son moved into a JCL group home on West Normandy Road. JCL 
opened new doors for Scotty giving him an increased feeling of importance and independence 
with so many opportunities to help him learn and grow…a priceless gift. As a donor and a parent, 
Scotty’s Happiness is my Happiness!” – Maria Stonecipher

IMPACT - To  
have a strong  
effect on  
someone or 
something.  

This is our purpose, to positively 
affect the lives of individuals with 
Intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families. We 
look to serve the whole person  
and this includes the individual’s 
support system. One of the  
greatest compliments we are 
given is that of a family member 
who shares with us that we not  
only assisted their loved one but 

we offered peace of mind that 
their adult children and loved 
ones would be cared for their 
entire lifetime. A lifetime of care 
is an awesome responsibility 
that we are honored to embrace.

Our individuals lead full and 
active lives, designed by them, 
at their pace and around their 
passions. Our job is to listen 
and assist in creating 
a roadmap to their 
dreams, identifying and 
eradicating obstacles that 
interfere with those goals. 
Our men and women 

hold jobs, volunteer, swim, dance, 
horseback ride, participate in 
music therapy, hold dinner parties, 
book clubs, vacation, connect with 
family and friends. They participate 
all of the things that make their 
lives joyful and meaningful. Your 
support enables us to make these 
goals and dreams reality. 

“Too often we  
underestimate the 
power of a touch, a 
smile, a kind word,  
a listening ear, an 

honest compliment, 
or the smallest act 

of caring, all of which 
have the potential to 
turn a life around.” 

– Leo Buscaglia

IMPACT, COMMUNITY, GRATITUDE

Maria Stonecipher with her son Scotty.



“JCL is an organization with 
a big heart. The caregivers 
are nurturing and loving, 

providing adults with physical 
and intellectual challenges 

with warm, professional care. 
JCL is an organization that 

is near and dear to my heart, 
as it supports a fragile and 

often overlooked group  
in our society.” 

– Ronit Shoham, 
 JCL Board Member

JCL’s Journey & Your Support

gratitude

There are times when the 
gratitude is so limitless words 
do not seem to relay how 
deeply we are humbled  
and thankful.

The simple fact is that JCL 
would not exist without you. 
We could not carry out our 
work to our standards, or 
honor the reputation JCL has 
worked so diligently to earn 
and maintain, without the 
support of you, our donors. 
We are immensely blessed to 
have committed and generous 
donors who continue to infuse 
us with resources to meet 
and exceed our charge.

There is an immensity in 
thinking about the amount 
of people who have a hand  

in assisting JCL to live its  
mission. We are filled with  
gratitude for the incredible 
support and commitment  
of our entire community. 
Whatever role you have 
played in JCL’s journey; family 
member, individual, support 
staff, board member, volunteer, 
donor or advocate you have 
been, and will continue to be, 
instrumental in our success 
and in continuing  to advance 
our mission forward.   

“The roots of all 
goodness lie in the 
soil of appreciation 

for goodness.”
– Dalai Lama

From left to right: Ronit’s son-in-law Colby, Ronit Shoham, son Ben, daughter-in-
law Liz, daughter Maya. Bottom row left to right: Ronit’s daughter Koreen, holding 
her son Colin, with grandchildren Aiden, and Harper.



gratitude

community

JCL’s Core Community

“Community plays an integral 
part in the lives of the individuals

we served. Going out in the 
community gives them a sense 

of independence. They’re able to 
meet people out of their circle, 
get exposure to new things, and 

learn to do things they have never 
done before. The Brookmoor ladies 

(Mira, Beena, Amy, and Sarah) 
love to be out in the community. 

They participate in a lot of 
community outings whether it’s 

going to the synagogue to attend 
events, the hairdresser, walking 

around the mall, going to the park, 
casino, museum, dining out, or 

walking in the community. The list 
goes on and on. The Brookmoor 

ladies always look forward to going 
out into the community. They 
love interacting with people, 

especially Mira. It is stimulating 
and therapeutic being out of their 

home. They are happier and calmer.” 

– Jackie Foung-Blake,  
JCL Assistant Supervisor

At JCL’s core is 
community. The 
sheer fact that 
it is in our name 
ensures our focus 

on contributing, 
strengthening and 

evolving our community. JCL 
believes community is strongest 
when it involves the full presence 
and participation of all its members, 
including those with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.

The strength of JCL’s community 
lies in the unwavering support and 
commitment from our dedicated 
and loyal stakeholders who believe  
in our mission to provide a lifetime 
of support empowering persons 
with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities to participate in and 
contribute to all aspects of 
community life. This collaborative 
environment is fostered through 
the active participation of families, 
devoted board members, 
community partners, remarkable 
and invaluable support staff who 
unite to create an inclusive and 
empowering atmosphere. Their 
combined effort not only enhances 
the services we provide but also 
ensures that our mission is deeply 
rooted in the values of compassion, 
respect, dignity and in the continued 
commitment to repairing the world.



community

WITH OUR GRATITUDE 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

OUR DONORS
Funding from the State of Connecticut provides 
JCL with approximately 90% of the revenues 
needed to maintain our operations. However, 
achieving the highest level of quality would not  
be possible without the generous support of 
friends like you. We are deeply grateful for your 
commitment to our organization during these 
past two years.

LEGACY GIFTS
Legacy gifts represent a commitment from 
donors to help secure JCL’s ability to carry out 
our mission for years to come. JCL encourages 
families and friends to consider including JCL 
in their estate planning. Contact Gloria Carlson 
at 860-522-5225 ext. 2235 to learn more about 
legacy giving.

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
At JCL, we appreciate the confidence you show  
in us. Your support provides us the opportunity  
to present exceptional programs and supports. 
The following funds have been created by  
individuals and families through the Jewish  
Community Foundation and specifically  
designated to support JCL’s mission. In fiscal  
year 2023, these funds yielded $36,219 and in 
fiscal year 2024 these funds yielded $43,806;  
all to be used towards furthering our mission. 
*Endowment funds given in 2023 & 2024.

•	Alan Bialeck Fund*
•	Beena Fund*
•	David & Lauri Miller Fund for JCL*
•	Elfenbaum Family Fund
•	Elizabeth Ina Scharr Fund*
•	Fund for Speical Needs
•	Geary-Vos Winkel Family Fund*
•	Gerald & Janet Pitegoff Family Fund*
•	Hinda N. Fisher Designated Fund*
•	Howard and Lois Siegal Fund for JCL*
•	Ira and Barbara Levin Fund*
•	Janet Bialeck Community Fund*
•	Jewish Community Foundation*
•	Konover Coppa Family Designated Fund*
•	Kupperblatt Morris Family Fund*
•	Legacy of Caring Fund*
•	Martin, Esther, and Neil Lerner Fund*
•	Mayer Family Fund for JCL*
•	Melvin & Ruth K. Rutt Fund*
•	Mira Rauch Fund*
•	Philip and Frances Feltman Family Fund*
•	Residential Fund*
•	Schuster Family Fund*
•	Starr/Newman Fund for JCL*
•	Temkin Family Fund*
•	Uncle Abe’s Honorary Fund*
•	Vicki and Michael Konover Fund*

strength
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DONORS WITH A PURPOSE 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

DONOR-ADVISED GRANTS
The following grants were gifted by individuals and families, just like 
you, who support community living for people with developmental 
disabilities. JCL received these grants, awarded through the Jewish 
Community Foundation of Greater Hartford in fiscal years  2023 & 
2024. These funds assisted with costs associated with music therapy, 
Judaic Programs, client assistance, technology upgrades, and general 
operating costs. In fiscal year 2023, these funds yielded $20,616 and  
in fiscal year 2024 these funds yielded $24,000.
*Donor Advised Funds given in 2023 & 2024

•	Anonymous X Fund
•	Brooksie Koopman*
•	Fischman Family Fund
•	Harry E. Goldfarb Family Foundation Inc.*
•	Hymen and Pearl Namerow Family Fund*
•	Peggy and Alan Mendelson Fund
•	Rena Koopman*
•	Trice Koopman*
•	Zachs Family Foundation, Inc.*

Funding from the Jewish 
Community Foundation 
and the Jewish Federation 
of Greater Hartford supports
 JCL’s Judaic Programming 
and many other initiatives 
benefiting people with 
intellectual/developmental 
disabilities. We are eternally 
grateful to our good friends 
at both of these wonderful 
organizations. Please support 
them in their efforts to 
support us.

“The best way to 
find yourself is to 

lose yourself in the 
service of others.”

– Mahatma Gandhi



2022-2023 & 2023-2024  
DONORS 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 

OUR DONORS
Diamond: $30,000+
Barbara Milstein *
Jewish Federation of Greater 		
	 Hartford **
Marlene and Jerome Scharr **

Platinum: $10,000+ 
Dr. Jay D Smith
Esther K. Lerner Foundation **
Kaitlin Gochberg *
Maximilian E. & Marion O. Hoffman 
Foundation, Inc.*
Neil Lerner Special Needs Trust**

Pearl: $5,000+ 
Arthur & Louise Rome
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Janice Rothstein**
Jewish Community Foundation**
John and Kathleen Schuster**
Lisa B. Namerow & Lonnie 		
	 Lazear**
Pamela and Eric Rosow*

Gold: $2,000+
Allan and Ellen Mayer**
Andrew and Tammy Selinger**
Christian and Elizabeth Corthouts**
David Little and Tracey Collins**
Dr. & Mrs. Louis Brown**
GHADA Foundation
JCL Endow Hartford 21 Fund
Michael & Vicki Konover*
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Koteen**
PayPal Giving Fund
Ruth Anne Faust**

Silver: $1,800+
Philip and Maria Stonecipher**
Saul and Esther Spigel**
Edie and Irving Shiffman**
Hartford Foundation for  
	 Public Giving**
Seth Lapuk and Lynn Guelzow*
Margot Haeflich**

Bronze: $1,000+
Ann Levie**
Anne Broadhurst and Richard  
	 Buckson**
Chad and Dana Fleck
Charles and Nancy Goding**
Donald and Ramona Tardif**
Felice Heller*
Gary & Rebecca Holmes
Harriet Winograd**
Janice Rothstein
Julie & Michael Scharr* z”l 
Lynne Namerow*
Patricia Schuster**
Steven & Gayle Temkin**
Zach’s Family Foundation, Inc.*

DONORS
	 no asterisk by their name gave in fiscal year 2023
*	 one asterisk by their name gave in fiscal year 2024
**	two asterisks by their name gave in both fiscal year 	
	 2023 & 2024

kindness



Bronze: $1,000+
Ann Levie**
Anne Broadhurst and Richard  
	 Buckson**
Chad and Dana Fleck
Charles and Nancy Goding**
Donald and Ramona Tardif**
Felice Heller*
Gary & Rebecca Holmes
Harriet Winograd**
Janice Rothstein
Julie & Michael Scharr* z”l 
Lynne Namerow*
Patricia Schuster**
Steven & Gayle Temkin**
Zach’s Family Foundation, Inc.*

Community Active: $250+
Alan & Shelley Sherman
Catherine Zeiner
Daniel and Joan Fine**
David Basche
David Scheinerman*
Dr. Stephen Becker**
Faith Helene**
Gloria Carlson**
Hayley Zinn Rowthorn*
Jeffrey Renert**
Kehilat Chaverim
Kerri Scharr & Daniel Weiner**

“No act of kindness, 
no matter how small, 

is ever wasted.”
– Aesop 

Community Strong: $500+
Bridget Arndt*
Charles D. Gautier*
Craig and Robin Beden
David and Ann Brandwein**
David and Lauri Miller*
Donald Neville*
Dr. Felice Heller
Edward Wahlberg*
Elizabeth DeGroat and Stuart Simon**
Eric and Linda Peterson**
Gary Starr and Leigh Newman**
Ira Levin z”l*
James and Nancy Rosen**
Jonathan and Karen Abels*
Laurence & Lynn Pollack
Manuel and Maxine Lerman**
Mary Anne Charron Esq*
Michael and Cora Altschuler*
Shirley Boron and Eileen Furey**
Siegfried and Andrea deHaas**
Stuart Ganslaw*
Sue and Jeffrey Morris**
Susan and Phillip Neuberg**

Mary M Delaney**
Michael Kaufman**
Mike and Pam Hiza
Sonu Rangnekar**
Stephanie Kudler*
Steven and Deborah Kleinman**
Steven and Elizabeth Greenspan**
Steven Basche*
Susan Robbins Namerow*
Trudy Lovell*
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy, PC*
William and Myra Kleinman*

gratitude



2022-2023 & 2023-2024 DONORS 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

OUR DONORS 
Pal: up to $249
Alan and Diane Schuman**
Alfred Oppenheimer
Alison and Jeffrey Rudolph*
Alison Sjoberg*
Allen and Susan Kallor*
Allen z”l and Florence Attas*
Allison Holst-Grubbe
Andrea Igdalsky
Angela Beebe
Angelo and Maureen DiMatteo*
Anne and John Danaher**
Anne Demchak
Anne Rapkin and Steven Zhitnik*
Anonymous*
Anonymous*
Anonymous*
Antonio Magno*
Arthur and Marylin Noll*
Arthur and Toby Schuman*
Attorney Gerald Roisman*
Barbara & Bob Cloonan
Barbara & Michael Fedoras
Barbara and David Brown**
Barbara C Mindell*
Barry and Karen Gibbs**
Barry Simon
Bernd and Lea Selig
Bernice Matty
Bernice Matty**
Bert and Ruth Berlin*
Beth and C. Joseph Fox**
Betty and Leonard Hellerman**
Bonnie Eisenberg & Art Greene**
Brad Shear
Brian and Kim Roth**
Carole C. Fay
Cathy Ludlum*
Cheryl Ramos

Chris McNaboe**
Christina Ghio
Communitas
Craig Hasegawa*
Daniel & Jacquelyn Lilly
Daniel Falotico*
David and Mary Lou Peters*
David Price
Deni B. Garabedian*
Denis Geary z”l & Faith Vos Winkel*
Diana Appleton**
Dominic Marandino*
Dr. & Mrs. Solinsky**
Dr. Bernice C Schaefer*
Dr. Steven & Mrs. Janet Selden*
Edith and Edwin Baum*
Edythe Weiss*
Eileen and John Able
Eileen Norris*
Elaine Dobrutsky
Elaine Muldowney & Robert Morgan

Elbert and Ronnie Siegel**
Eleanor Young
Ellen Eisenberg D.M.D.
Erica Bloch*
Erica Tirado*
Eva Pick*
Faye S. Krantz
Felice Goldman*
Frances Martyn
Francine and Steven Stier*
Francis Monahan



Elbert and Ronnie Siegel**
Eleanor Young
Ellen Eisenberg D.M.D.
Erica Bloch*
Erica Tirado*
Eva Pick*
Faye S. Krantz
Felice Goldman*
Frances Martyn
Francine and Steven Stier*
Francis Monahan

Frank and Jean Barbaro**
Freyda Cohen*
Gail Choate*
Gail Geary*
Gayle Shainfarber and Andrew Na-
dler and Family*
Gerald & Shirley Grossman
Gian-Carl Casa
Gina and Charles Kahn z”l*
Gina Larosa*
Give Lively Foundation
Harold and Janet Moskowitz*
Hartford Doctor’s Orchestra
Helen Martins
Helene & Jim Clyburn
Helga Allweiss*
Howard and Patti Weiner**
Imelda Reno
Jack and Alys Krichavsky*
James and Paulette Lotstein
James Bergenn**
Jan and Harold Kritzman
Jane & Edward McKenna*
Jane McNichol
Janet and Steven Selden*
Jean & John Weiss
Jean Selinger**
Jeanette Greene**
Jeffrey and Carolyn Weiser
Jeffrey Brewer*
Jennifer Burkey**
Jennifer Schwab
Jennifer Sharp
Jill Sullivan
Joan Alvezi
Joan Haid
Joanne and Saul Pasternack**
John and Ann Mallin
John and Jean Weiss*
John Geary

John Rappa
John z”l and Kathy Suisman*
Joseph & Shelia Cirasuolo
Joseph Mancini*
Joyce Lebowitz-Sturm and 
Myron Sturm
Judith Coffey
Kathleen Bercowetz
Kathleen Shubitowksi
Kathleen Taylor*
Kathryn Scott

Maggie Mortali
Marc & Shelia Sherer
Marcus Fink
Margaret Geary Mortali**
Marian Adler
Marianne Gilbert Finnegan**
Marilyn & Gene Kalet
Marilyn T. Cremer**
Marisa Giarnella-Porco
Mark and Michelle Boxer
Mark and Regina Alexander Murphy**
Mark and Sandra Gassner**
Mark Merin*
Martin and Gwen Dubno*
Martin and Linda Stein*
Martin Portnoy**
Marvin and Edith Catler*
Marvin and Sara Lapuk
Mary Agnes Fleming z”l*
Mary Cahalane & David Weil*
Mary Dolan Hildenbrat & Kurt Hildenbrat
Mary Etter
Maureen Klein
Meghan Geary*
Meredith and Stephen Smith
Michael & Linda Dore*
Michael and Anna Elfenbaum*
Michael and Ruth Herlands*
Michael and Sharon Serow**
Michael and Susan Peck**
Michael Cerrina
Mike Keating
Miriam Schreiber*
Mitch & Vas Jackson
Muriel Keiper*
Nadine M Schaber*
Nancy Lee Schwartz**
Naomi and Michael Cohen**
Naomi and Sam Rogers**

Kathy Daly
Kaye Straw*
Kayla Suprin
Kirsten Bechtel
Larry and Haydee Goldman
Lauren Lieberman**
Lauren Pelletier
Lawrence Little**
Lee Lapuk**
Leon Davidoff
Linda Marks*
Lois Siegal
Lori Warchol
Lucille Duguay
Lucy Sharp**

support



“It is our choices,  
that show what we 
truly are, far more 
than our abilities.”

– J.K. Rowling

OUR DONORS 
Pal: up to $249 
Neil Manning
Norma Eccellente
Norman & Lois Gottlieb
Pamela Morrison-Wolf
Patricia Dorman
Patricia Hoppin
Paul and Ruthann Ballasy*
Paul Garavel
Philip A Post**
Phyllis & Matthew Pasternak
Przybysz & Associates
Pushpa Kansagara*
Rabbi Ilana Garber**
Rabbi Randall Konigsburg*
Rachel Rudnick**
Raymond and Gail Weinstein
Reba and Arthur Nassau*
Richard and Cyral Sheldon**
Richard and Debbie Gutcheon**
Richard and Debra Glassman**
Richard and Lea Rubenstein**
Richard and Margery Bialeck**
Richard and Sandra Greenberg**
Rissa Mendelstein*
Ronald Kadden*
Ronit Shoham**
Ronna Rosenblatt**
Rosalind and Elton Katz**
Ruth Stern
S.A. Carignan
Sally Hellerman and 
	 Stephen Grossman*

Sandra & Donald Bergamasco
Sandra and Jerald Rome
Sara Alger**
Sarah Winiarski**
Selma Schein*
Shannon Geary*
Sharon Kocay
Stacy Rudland
Stanley and Joan Ingersoll
Stephen & Janice Barshay
Steven Tangney**
Sue and Bruce Bergman
Susan & Jesse Samuels
Susan and Gil Fried
Susan Cole
Susan Stoppelman
Sydney and Janice Elkin*
Tammy Krulewitz*
Ten Thousand Villages**
The Toppers Club
Thomas Lorch
Tim and Nora Martin*
Tom & Anne Condon
Tom and Liz D’Attilio**
Tracy King
Valerie Wiseman and 
	 Thomas Smith**
Will & Patty Panetta
William and Deborah Doran**

community



As we reflect on 2024, one of the highlights was our  
unforgettable Carnival Party Galette fundraiser. This 
event was a true testament to the generosity and spirit 
of our community, and it exceeded all expectations. 
From the vibrant games, incredible silent auction, the 
lively entertainment provided by Conor Geary, every  

detail came together beautifully to create an atmosphere 
of fun and philanthropy.

This success would not have been possible without the unwavering support  
of our incredible donors, Board Members and Development Committee Members. 
Your contributions, whether through time, sponsorships, donations, or corporate 
and table sponsors, helped make this event a resounding success. 
Thanks to you, we were able to raise funds that  
will go directly toward supporting our guys.

On behalf of our entire team and our guys, we extend our 
deepest gratitude to all those who participated, donated, 
and supported the Carnival Party Galette fundraiser. Your 
generosity is the cornerstone of our success, and we look 
forward to continuing our work together in the coming year.

Thank you to the following individuals who helped make 
our Carnival Party Galette fundraiser a true celebration of 
community and impact!



OUR SPONSORS 
Presenting Sponsor: 
$18,000 + 
Anonymous 

Silver Sponsors: 
$5,399-$3,600
Joshua & Ann Morris
Susan Robbins Namerow

Bronze Sponsors: 
$3,599-$1,800
Mrs. Dana Feinstein
Haeflich Family
Karen & Barry Gibbs & 
	 Laurel Larson
Schuster Family

Community Sponsors: 
$1,799-$1,000
Andrew and Tammy Selinger
Alan & Ellen Mayer
Boston Document Systems
Charter Oak Law Group
Donald Neville
Dr. Felice Heller
Dr. Seth Lapuk & Lynn 
Guelzow
Faith Vos Winkel
Financial One
Gary S. Starr & 
	 Leigh Newman
Julia Sullivan
Kerry and Tony Arru
Kevin Grenham
Michael Geary
Sue & Jeffery Morris
William & Deborah Doran

OUR SPONSORS 
Best Friend Sponsors: 
up to $999
Advanced Wheels
Aline Cronin
Alison Sjoberg
Andi and Sigi deHaas
Ann Levie
Arsenia Levie
Ashley Cronin
Barbara Dell
Bob Buehler
Brown & Brown
Bruce Putterman
BT Lindsay
Businessolver
Candace Platt
Candra Smith-Slatas
Carly Hoss
Carly Norman
Carrie Berman
Cathy Fleming
Christian & Elizabeth Corthouts
Colin Krafft
Deborah DeVivo
Donald & Ramona Tardif
Donna Cohen
Dr. Felicia Wilion
Dr. Stephen Mason
Dylan Cowen
Edie Meade Shiffman
Edward Barron
Eileen & John Able
Eileen and John Able
Emanuel Synagogue
Erin Ambrose
Evelyn Jones
Faith Helene
Fiondella, Milone, & LaSaracina

Gengras Volvo
Hayley Zinn Rowthorn
HUB International
Jack Haeflich
Jackie Isenberg
Jaime Morris
Jean Selinger
Jeanette Greene
Jessica Martin
Jill Gill
Jo-Anna Fischman
Josh Starr
Kara Sheftel
Kathryn Gonnerman
Kathryn Sadowski
Kathryn Scott
Kelly Tangney
Kendal Blum
Lauren deHaas
Laurie Mandell
Lawrence & Haydee Goldman
Lawrence Little
Linda Peterson



Kimberly Boutique
Lake Compounce
Law Offices of Steven M. Basche
Le Mazet
Mecha Noodle Bar
Meghan Strenk
Mike’s Golf Outlet
My Secret Garden
Mystic Seaport Museum
Naatiya
New England Pasta Co.
Olivia Engel Jewelry
Playa Bowls
Playhouse on Park
Racquets for Life
Secret Garden
Selinger Family
Shish Kebab House of Afghanistan
Sonu Rangnekar
The Blue Elephant Trail
Thomas Hooker Brewery
Tony Arru
Trader Joe’s
Wadsworth Atheneum  
	 Museum of Art
West Hartford Art League
West Hartford Department 
	 of Leisure Services
WIP Fitness
Zaytoon Mediterranean Restaurant
Zohara

love your fellow

Lisa Weisinger-Roland
Liz D’Attilio
Liza Josephson
Manuel & Maxine Lerman
Margaret Geary Mortali
Maria & Philip Stonecipher
Marianne Burkey
Mary M. Delaney
Mary Schinke
Meghan Geary-Strenk
Melissa Belcher
Meredith Smith
Michael Steinberg
Mina Nemirow
Nancy Goding
Neil Lerner
Norah Geary
Patricia Schuster
Pension Consultants
Ronit Shoham
Russell Coleman
Ruth Herlands
Scott Stonecipher
Sean Geary
Shannon Geary
Solinsky Family Fund
Sonu Rangnekar
Stephanie Kudler
Steven Basche
Steven Fischman
Tamara Williams
Tammy Serow
Tanya Sweeney
Tim & Nora Martin
Victoria Geary
Viking Fuel

Carnival Party Galette In-Kind donations

Thank you to the following local businesses and individuals who 
so generously contributed goods and/or services to help make 
our event a success. Without these in-kind donations, our silent 
auction would not have been an enormous success!

Acure Eco Salon
Annette Hargrove
Blue Elephant Trail
Body Talk
Bonnie Eisenberg
Boqueria
Bounce Town
Brandy Grant
Brian “Broken Arrow” Bozsum
Bridgewater Chocolate
Cape Cod Fence
Center Frame
Cheesecake Factory
Chipotle
Connecticut Science Center
Conor Geary
Dayna Clark
Doro Restaurant Group
Felice Heller
Float 41
Frame Dimension
Fun City
Garmany Gift Shop
Gillette Ridge Golf Club
Gillette Wine
Gloria Carlson
GOLFTEC
Gordon Bonetti Florist
Great Taste
Harvey & Lewis Opticians
Horst Engineering
Junkpot Studio



JCL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Board years 2023 through 2024

JCL is fortunate to be led by an outstanding group of competent and committed lay volunteers. These 
individuals form the governance body responsible for providing legal, financial, management, and programmatic 
oversight of activities. Their dedication and passion continues today in the efforts of our Life Directors.

2023 AND 2024  
OFFICERS OF  
THE BOARD 

Steven Basche
President 
Mary Anne Charron
Vice-President
Stephanie Kudler
Treasurer 
Seth Lapuk
Secretary

DIRECTORS 
Bridget Arndt
Steven Basche
Mary Anne Charron
Katie Fineberg
Felice Heller
Stephanie Kudler
Ellen Mayer
Don Neville
Sonu Rangnekar
Ronit Shoham  
Alison Sjoberg
Erica Tirado

LIFE DIRECTORS*
Faith Helene
Betty Hellerman
Lee Lapuk
Seth Lapuk
Ellen Mayer
Sue Morris
Susan Robbins Namerow
Susan Neuberg
Scott Newman
Janice Rothstein

Marlene Scharr
Patricia Schuster
Andrew Selinger
Edie Shiffman
Meredith Smith
Gary Starr
Donald Tardif
Kimberly Youmans

*Life Directors served as past presidents and/or a minimum 
of 10 years on the Board of Directors.



FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023
July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024

JCL is entrusted with the responsibility 
of protecting the public good through our 
dedication to the JCL mission, appropriate 
use of public funds and your generous gifts to 
us, our community of donors. We take these 
responsibilities very seriously and work to 
minimize administrative expense without loss 
of programmatic quality.

The financial figures presented here were 
prepared in accordance with generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) by
 the firm Fiondella, Milone, & LaSaracina. 
Copies of JCL’s complete financial statements 
are available upon request.

REVENUE 2024 2023

Grants and Contracts $4,864,549 $4,385,271

Room and Board $361,366 $369,053

Fee for Service	 $380,829 $322,688

Contributions $284,316 $388,590

Other Income $82,867 ($13,093)

Change in value of investments $1,212 $921

Total Revenue $5,975,139 $5,453,430

As we look forward to the year ahead, we are excited to continue 
cultivating and stewarding the valuable relationships we have built 
with you; our community partners, volunteers, and donors. Your 
unwavering support has been integral to the success of our mission, 
and we are committed to deepening these connections in the coming 
months. By working together, we can further enhance the lives of 
the individuals we serve, ensuring that they have the resources, care, 
and opportunities to thrive. We are grateful for the dedication of our 
partners, volunteers, and donors, and we look forward to another 
year of collaboration and shared impact.

We are Stronger together
The Year 

Ahead

EXPENSES 2024 2023

Community Living Arrangements $2,919,027 $3,198,363

Supported Living Programs $1,813,131 $984,725

Day Programs	 $170,565 $162,684

Management & General $862,315 $752,827

Fundraising & Other $80,745 $60,262

Total Expenses $5,845,783 $5,158,861



Judaic Programming
Since 2005, JCL has been 
dedicated to providing a 
wide range of enriching 
Judaic programming for 
our community. Up until 
five years ago, prior to the 
onset of COVID, our Judaic 
Programming team, was 
consistently busy planning 
and hosting various events. 
We developed strong 
community connections 
and partnerships for the 

Special Needs community, 
organizing wonderful 
programs such as holiday 
celebrations, Jewish learning 
opportunities, Shabbat 
services, and a beautiful 
Passover Seder each year.

We collaborated with
local organizations such  
as the JCC and numerous  
synagogues in the area, 
including Emanuel  

Synagogue, Beth El, Beth 
Israel, Temple Sinai, Beth 
David, B’nai Tikvoh Sholom, 
and Beth Hillel. Additionally, 
we worked with groups like 
Chai Mitzvah, JTConnect, 
and occasionally different 
Hillels. Our team also formed 
meaningful partnerships with 
individuals like Nancy Rosen, 
who leads our Shabbat  
services and Passover Seders, 
and storyteller Sara deBeer, 



who brings Jewish-themed  
stories to life at our events.  
Together, we celebrate 
holidays and share in Jewish 
learning focused on values and 
traditions that are central to 
everyday life.

However, in 2020, the COVID-19 
pandemic forced us to adapt  
to new circumstances. With 
in-person gatherings becoming 
nearly impossible, we 
transitioned to hosting events 
via Zoom, which worked for 
a while, but we were eager to 
return to in-person connections. 
The challenges of the pandemic, 
combined with changes in  
administrative staff, caused 
some of our partnerships to 
diminish, we found ourselves 
navigating the path forward 
independently. Thankfully,  
JCL’s staff has been incredibly 
supportive, providing hands-on 
help with our Judaic Programs.

Over the past few years, 
we are thrilled to have  
reestablished connections 
with many of our past  
collaborators and have 
shared some of our favorite 
events once again. In 2024, 
we introduced Shabbat 
dinners at our group homes, 
which have been well  
received by participants.

Looking ahead, our  
Judaic Programs calendar  
for Spring 2025 is full 
of exciting events and 
activities. If you are 
interested in attending, 
please contact us at 
beisenberg@jcl-ct.org, 
and we will add you to 
our invite list.

programming

“However difficult life  
may seem, there is always 

something you can do  
and succeed at.”

– Stephen Hawking



Denis

Denis Geary z”l, JCL’s first 
Executive Director, passed 
away on December 13, 2023.  
Denis was and will always 
be JCL’s patriarch. His 30 
years of leadership spurred 
this agency to what it is 
today. Our integrity and 

reputation in both the 
Jewish community and 
Intellectual/Developmental 
Disability community was 
curated and nurtured by 
his guidance, support  
and example. 

It is impossible to describe 
Denis’s impact on JCL. His 
personal and professional 
dedication has positively 
affected countless families, 
staff, JCL individuals, 
professionals and the  

I/DD community as a whole. 
He changed lives, many lives. 
He impacted systems and 
drove positive changes. He 
lived his life, in the service 
of others. Many have called 
Denis a “true mensch”, a 
person of integrity, honor 
and good character; how 
perfectly summarized. He 
certainly left this world a 

In Memoriam



“Our brother Denis’s love for and devotion to JCL had  
a profound ripple effect on our entire family. From 
accompanying our Mom to various social events at 
group homes over the years to proudly supporting family 
members who work(ed) for JCL, the Geary family has 
been blessed and enriched by our close ties to and love 
for the clients and hardworking employees of JCL.” 

– Margaret Geary Mortali, Denis’s Sister & JCL Supporter

“Service to  
others is the  

rent you pay for 
your room here 

on Earth.”
– Mohammed Ali 

better place than he found  
it and that is the definition  
of legacy. 

Denis left us with many gifts, 
none more meaningful than 
the connection to his beautiful 
family. Faith, Conor, Norah  
and the gaggle of Gearys will  
always remain in JCL’s heart 
and at the center of our family.

While our loss is profound 
and painful, our job remains to 

carry his vision, work and 
legacy forward. We will 
continue to maintain our 
commitment to families 
and individuals in need. 
We will continue to work 
towards leaving the world 
better than we found it.  

Thank you Denis, we  
are honored to carry  
your commitment and 
work forward.



Elizabeth z”l was a girly girl. She was a shopping 
diva, loved all things pink, purple, and sparkly.  
Elizabeth spent much of her time going to monthly 
dances, watching movies at the theater, traveling, 
and attending events out and about in West  
Hartford and surrounding towns. Elizabeth was  
a bright spot in our days and a fighter – right to the 
end. We will miss her smiles, giggles, little snores, 
sassy behavior, and the sounds of Mama Mia.

Keith z”l was an integral part of his family and 
the JCL family. He moved to the Arapahoe Road 
group home when he was 30 years old. In his 
time there (and before his time at JCL), he was a 
very successful athlete in the Special Olympics 
so much so that he was inducted posthumously 
into the Hartford Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. Keith 
was a wonderful and caring housemate. He loved 
living at the Arapahoe Road group home and  
thrived on his independence.

In Memoriam

Elizabeth

Keith
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CONTACT
Jewish Association for Community Living
34 Jerome Ave. Suite 109 
Bloomfield, CT 06002
860-522-5225 ext. 2234
swiniarski@jcl-ct.org

JCL-CT.org
facebook.com/JCLHartford


